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LETTER 
MEMBER of PARLIAMENT. 


T is with Readineſs, Sir, that I comply with 
your kind Invitation to fend you my 

Thoughts upon the Bill,“ For puniſhing: 
« Mutiny and Defertion, and for the better 


* Payment of the Army and their Quarters; 


which, as yoy, very juſtly obſerve; is an A# of 


the utmoſt Importance to the Nation, as it is now 
neceſſary for the State, to keep up a Force ſuffi- 


cient to prevent our happy Conſtitution from being 


1 ſubverted by domeſtic Conſpiracies or foreign Inva- 
ſion, and, ſo long as this Neceſſity continues, pro- 


vides, that the Liberty of the Subject ſhall be as 
little endangered as may be from this military Eſta- 
bliſhment, which the Corruption of modern Times, 


and that Syſtem of remaining perpetually armed, 


continued as well as introduced by our all- graſping 
and ambitious Neighbour, has unhappily ren- 


dered requiſite for our own Preſervation; 


There cannot, I think, be any Exception, or 
at leaſt 'any juſt Exception taken to this Method 


of addrefling you, ſince the very Preamble of the 


laſt Act acknowledges the keeping @ ſtanding 
Army in this Kingdom in time of Peace, without " 


n 
the Conſent of PARLIAMENT #0 be againſt Law; 
and as the Body of the Act ſhews upon what 
Terms and for what Purpoſes the Conſent of 
Parliament is given, it implies that any Subject 
of Great Britain may offer his Thoughts upon ſo 
important a Topic to his Repreſentative, provi- 
ded it be done with that Decency which a Mat- 
ter of ſuch Importance requires, and the Duty 
he owes to that excellent Prince at preſent on the 
Throne, and his illuſtrious Family, on which all 
our Hopes depend; which are not only the Rules 
I ſhall obſerve in writing, but in reality are the 
principal Motives inducing me to write at all, 

There is, without queſtion, the higheſt Reve- 
rence as well as the deepeſt Submiſſion due to 
the ſupreme Authority, from which I am ſure 
I ſhall never ſwerve. But as this is a Matter 
which falls under annual Conſideration, as the 
Circumſtances of Things change, and as there 
were great Alterations made in the laſt All 
and Articles of War; as we have never ac- 
knowledged the Popiſh and ridiculous Doc- 
trine of Infallibilifty in any Set of Men what- 
ever, and as ſo late even as laſt Year there 
was an Act paſſed to rectify a M:/take in the very 
Att of which we are ſpeaking ; it appeared highly 
warrantable to ſuggeſt, in a modeſt and dutiful 
Manner, ſuch Obſervations as may tend to ren- 
der the next A as ſalutary as uſeful, and as effec- 
tual as it is poſſible. 

In the firſt place, Sir, I muſt obſerve; that the 
fundamental Principle of every Law of this kind 
is the Preſervation of our excellent and in valuable 
Conſtitution, by which it is provided, ** That 


* 00 Man ſhall be at of Life or Limb, 
* or 


= 


BE. [57 
de or ſubjected in time of Peace to any kind of 
e Puniſhment within this Realm, by martial 
« Law, or in any other manner than by the 


Judgment of his Peers, and according to the 


« known and eſtabliſhed Laws of this Realm:“ 
But its being held requiſite for retaining Forces in 
their Duty, that a proper Diſcipline be obſerved, 
is the Reaſon the ſupreme Authority eſtabliſhes 
a Law for that Purpoſe, which in ſome Degree 
deprives ſuch as are ſubjected to it of thoſe 
Benefits, and expoſes them to. Puniſhments to 
which otherwife they were not liable, and 
therefore in reference to the Penalties inflicted 
thereby muſt be taken as all other penal Laws 
are, in the ſtrict /;teral Senſe, which alone can 
be the proper Rule of thoſe who are to judge by 
it, and of ſuch as the Laws have intruſted with 
the Power of examining, whether Fudgments in 
conſequence of that Act are Judgments warranted 
thereby. 825 gs 7 

I muſt next obſerve, that as in the Preamble of 
the laſt Act it is recited, that His Majeſty had 
declared War againſt Spain, for vindicating the 
Honour of the Crown, and for the Preſervation 
of the Navigation and Commerce of the Subjects 
of this Realm ; and had likewiſe declared War 
againſt France; it is from thence apparent, that 
the Rules eſtabliſhed by that Act were ſuch as 
the then Situation of Things, and our being ac- 
tually at War could only countenance ; and as 
by the Concluſion of the Peace the Circum- 
ſtances we are now in differ, it may be ſuppoſed, 
that Alterations or Refiztutions rather may be 
expedient, in reference to the Rules, which the 
£4 to be made will eſtabliſh; and I n 


this Remark will appear to have a rational Foun- 
dation, if I take the liberty of putting you in 
mind, that thoſe which were introduced of late 
were not only different from thoſe which ſubſiſted 
when the War began, but as widely different 
from the Articles obſerved in the glorious War 
at the Beginning of the preſent Century, when 
the Arms of Great-Britain were fo renowned 
throughout Europe, and yet our Soldiers were as 
much envied for the Eaſe they enjoyed abroad, 
as ourſelves for our Freedom at home. 

What I would infer from this is, that whereas 
it has been ſometimes thought expedient to have 
Articles of War penned in ſtricter Terms, and 
enforced by ſeverer Penalties in Time of War, 
for 1Juch of our Forces as were acting abroad 
in the Field againſt the common Enemy; yet in 
Time ef Peace, and with regard to our Forces 
here at home, ſuch ſtrict Rules and ſuch ſe- 
vere Puniſhments are in a Variety of Caſes not 
at all expedient. Therefore, as the Articles of 
War derive their Force and Virtue from the 
Ad which eſtabliſhes their Authority, it will be 
juſt and reaſonable to diſtinguiſh between theſe 
different Kinds of Articles, and to provide againſt 
the blending of the former with the latter, that 
his Majeſty's Subjects in military Service, may 
taſte in ſome Meaſure of the Sweets of Peace, 
ſo far as their Condition will allow, and without 
any Relaxation of ſuch a moderate Diſcipline, as 
is at all Times, and in all Seaſons, requiſite. 

It is not impoſſible, Sir, that ſome who take 
_ themſelves to be great Maſters of this Subject, 
may differ from me in Opinion, and may aſſign 


very plauſible Reaſons for that Difference; _ 


171 : 
as that the Strength and Efficacy of reguler Troops 
depend entirely upon this new Diſcipline; nor is itat 
all impoſſible, that they may appeal to Experience; 
but, Sir, you will give me leave to ſay, that the 
Strifineſs of the Diſcipline, againſt which I ar- 

e, and as to which what I want is no o- 
ther than the ſuſpending the Power of puniſhing 
in the ſevereſt manner ſuch Faults as, in Time 
of Peace, are not of the higheſt Conſequence, is 
more fit to break Mens Spirits, than to inſpire them 
with martial Vigour ; and is rather likely to beget 
in them an Hatred to the Service, than a loyal 
Attention to their Duty, As to Experience, give 
me leave to ſay, that in the former Wars in 
Flanders and Spain, our Troops were never found 
deficient in Field or in Garriſons; and even in 

the laſt War, before theſe new Alterations, 
which is a Point very well worthy of Notice, 
at the Battle of Dettingen, they behaved as 
well as Troops could do; that it was the Pre- 
ſence of the King, which the military People 
ſay, is equivalent to ten thouſand Men; and 
I ſhall very readily own, that it was there 
equal to twenty thouſand, contributed to our 
Succeſs, he muſt be ingrateful and diſloyal 
who can donbt ; but unqueſtionably the Troops 
behaved gallantly, and in the Opinion of their 
Enemies, betrayed as little Want of Diſcipline as 
Courage. | | 

When a Law of this Kind is under Confide- 
ration, the Repreſentatives of the People of 
Great-Britain, will not only think it always rea- 
ſonable, but alſo abſolutely incumbent upon 
them to reflect, that thoſe who are to be ſubject 
to the Rules eſtabliſhed thereby, and liable to the 

4 Penalties 
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Penalties which it inflicts, are their Countrymen, 
born with the ſame Rights unto themſelves, in- 
titled to the ſame Protection from the Laus, 
and with the ſame Claims to Liberty, as they 


are, and who muſt defend theirs. If therefore 


it is requiſite for the good of the whole, and for 
the preſerving unimpeached thoſe invaluable Pri- 


ges to the reſt of the Nation, that they ſhall 


be put in certain Reſpects, under another E/ta- 
blijhment, there cannot certainly be any thing 
more fit than that every Clauſe of this Eſta- 
bliſhment, ſhould be maturely weighed, and 
poſſible Favour ſhewn to Engliſhmen, wha 


embrace a military Life, for the Service of their 


Co entry. It is this that diſtinguiſhes, and ever 
m. diſtinguiſh the regular Troops in this King- 
dom, from an arbitrary ſtanding Army; and 
this very Diſtinction is taken Notice of, ap- 
proved, and ſanctified, as I before obſerved, in 
the Preamble of every Act of this Nature, as 
the principal Motive to the Conſent of Parlia- 


Theſe Confiderations extend to Officers, as 
well as Soldiers, but in a different manner in- 
deed ; and this Difference in the manner, is a 
Point alſo of no ſmall Importance. As on the 
one Hand, the Power given to Officers in their 
Capacity of Judges upon Court-Martztals, ought 
to be perfectly clear and explicit, that they may 


be in no Danger of miſtaking their Senſe, or be- 
ing at a Loſs for their Senſe, which muſt make 


room for Interpretations that ought to be exclu- 
ded : So, on the other, it muſt be remembered, 


that theſe Gentlemen may not only 275, but be 
tryed ; and for this Reaſon, the Nature of Of- 


fences 
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and this only, that can exeite, encourage and 


(9) 


fences ought to-be very clearly defined ; and the 


Puniſhment ſo adjaſted and aſcertained, as that the 
Offender may feel only the Veigbt of the Law, 
and be ſecure from ever ſuffering for conſlructi ve 
Offences. It is from their having a juſt Senſe of 
this, that we expect Men of Families and 


Piortunes to think it an Honour to enter into the 


Service upon which ſo much depends, and which 
gives us the higheſt moral Security, that an Army: 
raiſed and paid by the Nation, will be always 
zealous for the Liberties of the Nation ; and 
never repine at hazarding their Lives for the Ser- 
vice of their Country againſt Enemies abroad, or 
Rebels at Home. "22 4 ral, 
With reſpect to the Private Men, who are 
ſubjected to this Lau, the utmoſt Care will be 
certainly taken, that the Rule of their Duty 
ſhall be adequate to their Underſtandings ; that 
they may be exactly informed ef the Nature of 
their Condition, and as they may be reſtrainec 
from offending by the Fear of : Puniſhment ; ſo, 
as far as it is poſfible, all Fear of Puniſhment 


may be removed from them, while they behave 
as they ought, and pay a ſtrict Obedience to 
thoſe Rules which, in vertue of 'this A, 


come the Meaſures of their Duty. It is this, 


preſerve that rrue Ex OLISH Spirit, which is the 
Glory of ENGLr1sH Troops, which has ever made 
them terrible to their Enemies abroad, and en- 
deared them to their Countrymen at Home. A 
Spirit, which their Diſcipline ought to provide; 
ſhall not evaporate through Lazineſi and Luxury, 
and which this Adi ſhould ſecure from being de- 
preſſed by needleſs and unavailing Severities. 1 
3 B It 


( 10 

It is natural, after having inſiſted in ſo warm 
a manner, upon the Importance of this Law in 
general, which it is certain ought never to 
be conſidered as a mere matter of Form, 
and Part of the common Buſineſs of the Year, 

that I ſhould enter a little into Particulars ; . 
which, however, I will do with all the Ten- 
derneſs and Caution imaginable, as having 
no ſiniſter Views of any Kind, but being purely 
ſollicitous, that what ſo ncarly concerns the 
Intereſt and Safety of ALL, ſhould be repreſented 
to ALL in it's true Light. There muſt be a Li- 
berty permitted of this kind, ſo long as we are 
allowed to be a free Nation; for that muſt ever 
depend upon our being governed by Laws, to 
which our Repreſentatives have given their free 
Conſent ; and this again muſt ariſe from their 
conſidering the Points to which they relate, with. 
all their Conſequences, in every Light ; towards 
which they may be furniſhed with every Infor- 
mation poſſible: Preſuming therefore upon this, 
I ſhall continue to give you my Thoughts upon 
a few principal and very material Points, which 
I confeſs have been often the Objects of my moſt 
ſerious Meditations. I ſhall not, however, take 
the Liberty of fatiguing you with a long Enume- 
ration of what has appeared to me defective in 
former Articles of War, far leſs will I take upon 
me to offer at any Corrections or Amendments ; 
| thoſe, no doubt, will occur either to yourſelf or 
to ſome of thoſe worthy and intelligent Perſons 
who will have an Opportunity of exprefung their 
Sen{iments upon this Subject. 
What I have — to add, ſhall reſpet on- 


ly a few great Points, e methinks, are of 
555 
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ſuch high Importance, that what J offer to your 
Peruſal will appear not only highly reaſonable, but 
abſolutely incontrovertible. Theſe Articles of War 
deriving their Authority from, and being entirely 
grounded upon the Act when paſſed, it ſeems ve- 
natural that Proviſion ſhould be made, that 
theſe Articles ſhould agree preciſely and literally 
with the Act, but more eſpecially in ſuch Points 
as are of very high Importance, and which touch 
the Life of an Engliſb Subject. This, Sir, I fay, 
ſeems to be very fit and very requiſite for #299 Rea» 
ſons, which I ſhall mention; as wellas for many others 
that for the Sake of Brevity I omit, and becauſe 
J am thoroughly fatisfied, that they will readily 
occur to yourſelf and to every other Gentle- 
man, who allows himſelf to think ſeriouſiy upon 
this weighty Subject; werghty I may preſume to 

call it, becauſe I ſpeak of Capital Offences. 

The firſt of theſe Reaſons is, that the Being of 
Court Martials, and the Power they have of in- 
flicting Puniſhment, ariſes from the Act in which 
all Capital Offences therein mentioned are clearly, 
plainly, and circumſtantially deſcribed, and there- 
fore ſuch Offences only as fall exactly within thoſe _ 
Deſcriptions, can juſtly feel the Weight of thoſe 
legal Puniſhments, which by the Authority de- 
rived from the Act Court Martials are impower- 
ed to inflict. The ſecond Reaſon is, that the 
Charge againſt Offenders in capital as well as 
other Caſes, being for the Breach of certain Ar- 
ticles of War, mentioned and ſet forth in the 
reſpective Charges, if there ſhould be any Varia- 
tion in thoſe Articles from the AF the Officers in 
the Court Martial may be in Danger of miſtaking 
their Rule of Fudgment, which might not only 
2 | be 


112 
be fatal to theſe brought before them; but preju- 
dicial to them elves, by ſubjecting them to Veſt- 
minſter-ball. 

An Inſtance will make this plain: Suppoſe the 
Words in the Ad ſhould be, That if any 
«« Officer or Soldier in his Majeſty s Army, call 


< ſtrike or uſe any Violence againſt his ſuperior 


© Officer, being in the Execution of bis Office, or 
« ſhall refuſe to obey any lawful Command of his 
« ſuperior Officer, all and every Perſon and Per- 
te ſons ſo offending ſhall ſuffer Death, or ſuch 
e other Puniſhment as by a Court Martial ſhall 


, be inflicted.” Suppoſe, that in the Articles 


of War, this Matter ſhould be otherwiſe expreſ- 
ſed, not only without the neceſſary Limitation 
before recited, but in Words that import an Ex- 
cluſion df them ; for inſtance in theſe. ** Any 
* Officer or Soldier, who ſhall ftrike his ſupe- 
t rior Officer, or draw, or offer to draw, or ſhall 
« lift up any Weapon againſt him, on any Pre- 
tt Fence whatſoever, or ſhall ditobey Orders, he 
e ſhall ſuffer Death, or ſuch other Puniſhment 
* as ſhall according to the Nature of his Offence, 


* be inflicted upon him by the Sentence of a | 


“ Court Martial.” / 

In the Caſe that I have ſuppoſed it SA re- 
quire no great Extent of Parts, or deep Penetra- 
tion to diſcover the Differences between the Clauſes, 
whatever Sagacity might be neceſſary to reconcile 
them to each other, We very well know how 
the Caſe ſtands with reſpect to Perſons indicted 
for capital Offences againſt the Law of the Land, 


and how ſtrict Proof is required to bring the Crime 


within the Letter of the Law. When there- 
e for the publick Benefit and Service, it is 


"found 


® 122 
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_ Rn 
found requiſite to put ſeveral thouſands of Bri- 
tiſb Subjects under another Law, ſuited to and 
expedient for their Condition, there ſeems (I 
| ſpeak it with Submiſſion) to be the ſame Reaſon 
at there ſhould be the like Clearneſs, Punctua- 
lity, and Preciſion in the zew Law, under which 
they are put. This too appears to be the Mean- 
ing of the Legiſlature, for otherwiſe there would 
be no need of any ſuch Deſcription in the Act 
"itſelf; and when we find ſuch a one there, how 
is it poſſible to ſuppoſe, that any Alteration 
can legally be made therein? In Things of 
this Nature, no Latitude ought certainly to 
be allowed, the Matter is in itſelf of 700 great 
Conſequence, and the Authority preſcribing the 
Form much too high to permit any ſuch Variation. 
It may likewiſe deſerve your Conſideration, that 
by the Rules of the Law of England all capital 
Caſes ought to be enumerated in the Act. There 
may be many Offences, which, in Time of Var, 
deſerve the ſtricteſt and the ſevereſt Puniſhments, 
which however, in a Time of Peace, it has been 
uſual to omit. As for inſtance, a Centinel's 
ſleeping upon or lcaving his Poſt before he i re- 
lieved, drawing bis Sword, or beating a Drum 
in Garriſon, or dropping his Cartridge Box or 
Piece; which, from the fatal Conſequences with 
which they may be attended, are heightened 
into Offences of quite another Nature than in 
Times of Tranguillity, when though they till 
remain Offences againſt military Diſcipline, yet 
perhaps, it might not be thought neeeſſary to make 
them ſo highly Penal. For if this were re 

the Caſe, and the direct Intention of the Legiſſa- 
ture, one might expect to find it expreſſed in as 
8 full 
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which we are ſpeaking Indexes, ſhewing the 


expoſe him only to certain Puniſbments for cer- 


1 [14] | 

full and preciſe Terms as many other ſmaller and 
leſs fatal Offences. There are uſually on the 
Margin of Penal Ads, the Heads of the Clauſes, 
and there are frequently ſubjoined to thoſe of 


Crimes and the Puniſhments inflicted for com- 
mitting them; but upon perufing Zheſe, if no 
mention can be found of an Offence, one can- 
not help thinking it very extraordinary, that it 
ſhould nevertheleſs be an Offence, and even a 
capital Offence. 
It may indeed be faid, that in moſt of theſe 
Caſes a Mitigation is allowed, and in thoſe Arti- 
cles of War, where Death 1s inſerted, it 1s alſo 
added, or ſuch other Puniſhment as ſhall be in- 
fiifted by the Sentence of a Court Martial. Yet 
allowing this, it ſeems to be as reaſonable, that 
the Sanction of the Law ſhould be given to one 
capital Offence as to another ; nor is it eaſy to 
aſſign any Reaſon, why that Sanction ſhould be 
neceſſary to any, and not neceſſary to all. It may 4 
be alſo true, that ſuch an extenſive Power oyer |; 
the Lives of Britiſh Subjects, may never have been | 


_ abuſed, which can never be proved; but then, if this 


ſhould be ſuppoſed a ſufficient Reaſon for effablifh- 
ing ſuch a Power, it would be equally ſtrong againſt 
all Limitation. For if fo great a Confidence could 
be repoſed in any Judges whatever, that they 
would in no Caſe exceed the proper Bounds of 
their Authority, it would be needleſs to affign | 
them any Bounds. But as our Laws in all 1 
other Caſes admit of no ſuch Latitude, but ex- N 
preſs ſuch a Tenderneſs for the Subject, as to 


tam Offences, the like might be expected here. 
_ It 


F 

It may be added, that in ſome Articles of War. 
there are Offences mentioned, that cannot be 
conceived to happen in this Kingdom in a Time of 
Peace; ſuch for Inſtance, as violating Safeguards, 
which is alſo a capital Offence, and whether it 
might not be expedient to leave theſe out, or to 
_ expreſs the Meaning in ſuch a Manner, as to make 
it more conſiſtent with the Times and Places, in 
which theſe Articles are to be the Rules of Duty, 
may not be altogether unworthy of Notice. For 
as Articles of War ſand in the Place of Laws to 
the Britiſh Subjects in military Service, and for 
that Reaſon, are directed to be read to them in 
a publick and ſolemn Manner at certain Seaſons. 
There could not certainly be any thing amiſs, in 
removing ſucf̃ Parts as belong to another Situa- 
tion of Things, and ſuch alſo, as are puniſhable 
by the Laus of the Land, without the leaſt Al- 
fiſtance of military Diſcipline, : _.. 
| Theſe Precautions, with Reference to the re- 
moving unneceſlary or exceſſive Terrors, would 
not be wholly calculated for the Benefit of hoſe 
in the Service, but would alſo extend themſelves 
to the People of Great Britain in general. To 
render this perfectly intelligible, we, ought to 
conſider, that a Diſcipline of ſo extraordinary a 
Severity, as may oblige ſuch as are ſubjected to 
it, to obey implicitly azy Orders that are given 
them by their Szperiors, is not ſuch a Diſcipline, 
as ſeems to be conſiſtent with the Deſign of re- 
Four Forces, eſtabliſhed for Purpoſes uſually 

eſcribed in the Preambles of As for the pu- 
niſhing of Mutiny and Deſertion; and this will 
appear {till more clearly, if it be remembered that 
in thoſe As, the Puniſhment for uſing Violence 
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to a ſuperior Officer, is reſtrained to his being in 
the Execution of his Office, and the Puniſhment 


of Diſobedience is alſo reſtrained to /awful Com- 


 mands, Now as theſe Expreſſions manifeſtly 
ſhew the T:tention and Meaning of the Legiſſa- 
ture, and as this Meaning and Aitepcde t is as 
evidently agreeable to what is aſſerted in the” 
Preamble, one might naturally collect from thence, ö 


that the confiſtent Spirit ſhould prevail throu 

the <obole Extent of "Die cipline, as well for the 
Security of the Subje aw; 0 Great Britain in wy 
neral, as for the Bale and Benefit 6f ſuch as are 


in the military Service in particular. At leaſt 
this Manner of arguing from the Premiſes, ſeems 


ſo natural, that it may eafily miſlead thoſe, who 
do not ſee! where the Authority of the Law re- 


fuſes it. 
The dent Point F' (hall offer to your Goalie; 


ration, is, as to the Hal Pay Officers; Gentle- 


men who have ſerved their Country with Ho- 
nour and Reputation; ſo long as their Service 
was required, and from that Degree of Merit 


have a Sub/ftence 2 them b _ Pablick, till 


they are otherwiſe provided This, in the 
Light in which J have placed ir and which to 
S appears the fair and trite Light it ought to 
ſtand, is a Reward for po ſt Service, and a Mark 
of national Reſpect for Officers laid aſide in time 
of Peace; wlio from thence, no doubt, muſt 


look u a themſelves as bound in a peculiar man- 


ner to ſtudy and promote, as far as In them lies, 
the Welfare of their Country: © | 

Now as theſe Gentlemen owe Proviſion 
made for them entirely to the Public, it may 


deferve Dole I, whether it be altogether 


expe- 
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expedient after having '/oft their Command and 
the Emoluments arifing from them, that theſe 
Gentlemen ſhould be left as much under mi- 
litary Diſcipline as thoſe who are actually in 
full Pay? I will not enter into the Queſtion, 
whether it was. always ſo, or when it became 


ſo. All that T would recommend to your ſe⸗ 


rious Thoughts is, whether in a time of profound 
Tranquility it be requiſite, that Gentlemen in 
theſe Circumſtances ſhould be under the ſame 
Diſcipline as when in much better Circum- 
ſtances. I might add, whether the putting them 
into ſuch a Situation does not in a great mra- 
ſure diminiſh the Value of the Reward beſtowed, | 
and in ſome degree convert it into a Puniſiment 2 
I muſt intreat your Permiſſion to dwell a little 
upon this Head, which regards a very conſide- 


rable Number of worthy Gentlemen, who having 


given Proofs of their Zeal in the King's Ser- 
vice, of their fincere and hearty Attachment to 
the "Royal Family, and of their Readineſs to ex- 
poſe their Lives for the Good of their Coun- 
try. Gentlemen, who it is true have their 


Maintenance from the Public, and lie under 


an Obligation from thence ; but whether that 
Obligation ought to extend ſo far as to ſubject 
them to military Service and Diſcipline in their 
preſent Situation, is a thing, which, wich all due 
Sabmifſion to thoſe who think otherwiſe, | bn 


humbly apprehend. Cannot be very ealtly de- 


monſtrated. 
For in the firſt place, though ſuch Genilecken | 


have Ha- Pay, yet the other half | is not the only 
Loſs they ſuſtain by being out of Service. Nei- ; 


ther will a right Computation be formed, by ta- 
— C _ 
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king in | the 1 ariſin ng from the Poll 
in Thich they laſt ſerved ; for they are fiill 
greater Loſers than they would be he upon 
the Foot of that Account. All Halt-pay Of- 
ficers- under the Degree of a Colonel, as they 


cannot riſe, may be ſaid to loſe their Rank in the 


Army during their Continuance in that State; 
many Captains who ſhared in the Suc⸗ 
ceſſcs in Flanders, or bore the Hardſhips that 
were felt by the brave Men wbo diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves in Spain, during the Reign of the 
late Queen, remain Captains ſtill. Wanting there- 
fore, as they do, the Power of bettering their 
Condition, it may ſeem reaſonable to allow 
them to enjoy it in quiet ſuch as if is. 

Allow me, Sir, juſt to hint, that a nice Senſe 
of Honour, a certain laudable Ambition, and a 
generous Aſpiring to ſuperior Honours by inde- 
fatigable Service, and a conſtant Readineſs: to 
affront Danger, is the true Spirit of military 
Diſcipline, Where Engliſhmen are encouraged 


by theſe, they will 2 55 never repine at their | 


Fate, or think they can do too much to merit 
the Notice of their ſuperior Officers, and acquire 
by degrees a Trifle to Royal Favour ; but when 
this Encouragement i withdrawn, when a Gen- 
tleman is out of the Road of Rifing, when he ſces 


the young and fortunate daily paſſing by bim 


and making their way to Preferments, tor which 
he has no Chance; how natural is it to ſuppoſe 


that he may feel inexpreſlible Chag in at being 


called to Duty under thoſe once his In- 


feriors? Who could blame a Man io ſuch 


a Situation, if upon comparing the paſt with 
the preſent, if upon ſtriking the Ballance of his 


Lije he ſhould think Fortune much in Arrear 
under 
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under ſuch Circumſtances, and would eſteem it 
no inconfiderable Comfort, if remaining, as he 
muſt remain, without military Hopes, he was 
alſo diſpenſed with as to military Toils and Ties 
Make it, Sir, your Caſe; revolve the Matter ſe» 
riouſly in your own Breaſt, and then lay your 
Hand upon your Heart and ſay, whether the 
Complaints of ſuch an old Officer would be al- 
together idle and vain, and fuch as ought to be 
given to the Vin? „ 8 
We have conſidered this only in one Point of 
View, but it may be ſet in many ozbere. If 
Half-pay Officers are liable at any time to be 
called on Duty, will they have it always in their 
Power to obey? An Officer in Service muſt appear 
like an Officer of his Rank; but will it be poſſible 
for a Gentleman, who has either an infirm State 
of Health, or a large Family to fave enough out 
of the Pittance allowed him to put himſelf inta 
ſuch an Equrpage, as not only his Titles but the 
Service requires ? Or can even a ſingle Man doit? 
For inſtance, a Half-pay Cornet of Drageons ; muſt 
he have Horſes and Servants always ready, or 
will his Oeconomy enable him to keep a Bank to 
buy whenever it is required? ſuch Gentlemen, 
no doubt, when called to Service will pique theme 
ſelves upon making an Appearance ſuitable to their 
Rank; this their Spirit will prompt them to, and 
their Prudence likewiſe ; for the Appearance of 
Poverty ſeldom helps Men to Preferment, But 
what will be the Copſequences of this? eit er 
launching into Credit, and hurting thaſe who 77 4 
them, or of ſpending in a ſhort Space of Time, not 
only all that they may have ſaved in Times paſt, 
(which if he has done his Duty will be very littic) 
1 R bet 
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þutanticipating the Savings for Years tocome, May 
Not theſe Circumitances deſerve a Moment's Regard, 
and if they do, will jt procure nothing more! 
F..ither Rill, when ſuch a Man after Years of 
Retirement comes to be put upon eccaſſonal Duty, 


what Rubs, what Difquiets, what Mortifications 


is he expoſed ta? His old Friends, his former 
Patrons, dead 'or at a Diſtance; the new Com- 
manders moſt of them Strangers, and amongſt the 
few with whom he was heretofore acquainted, 
ſeveral who perhaps have ſerved under him in an 
inferior Station. His Duty tells him he muſt 
obey bis Senſe of Honour, and Loyalty will 
oblige him to it. But a Mind capable of ſuch 


Sentiments ? will it be incapable of any other? 
Can tuch a Man bury the Remembrance of the 


Faft, can he look chearfully upon the preſent ? 
May he not meet with Slights that will wound 
him to the Soul, and will not the Fatigue of mi- 
litary Duty be the leaſt of his Fatigues ; and the 
Care of what he ought to do, and which, fiom 
regard to his own Character, he will alu ays do, 
proved the very Iigbteſt of his Cares? If there- 
tore theje things, or even the Fear of theſe 


things, may be diſpenſed with, in Favour of 


Men who have already merite# from the Pub- 
lick, would it not be right, would it not 


be kind, would it not be generous to diſpenſe 


with them ? Men of noble 'Minds and Fortunes 
ſeem to think ſo in private Life, and take in no- 
thing ſo great a Pleaſure, as in providing, that 
their old faithful Servants may in the Decline 
of Life find a comfortal le Re from their La- 
bours. Tell me, Sir, why private Gratitude 


ſhould go farther than public“; or why the 
wealthieſt 
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wealthieſt or the worthicſt of our Countrymen 


ſhould have it in his power to do more for thoſe, 
who are grown old in his Service, than can be 
done for ſuch who have ſpent the Flower of their 
Years in the Service of their Country. . 

Let me yet treſpaſs, Sir, a few Moments upon 
your Patience; permit me to bring to your View 
another Scene, as real and not leſs affecting than 
the former. When Gentlemen are thrown out 


of their old Road of Life, when Peace renders 


them no longer uſeful to the Community in that 
State of Action to which they dedicated their 7outh, 
it is natural, and let me add that it is laudable too 
for them, to turn their Thoughts to becoming 
uſeful in ſome other Station, They have perhaps 
from Inheritance, from the Kindneſs of Relations, 
in Right of Marriage, it may be, tho” very rarely 
from their own Oeconomy, ſome ſmall Eſtate, 
to which they may retire, and in the Improve- 
ment of which they may employ their Time, 
and, with the Aſſiſtance of their Half-pay, enjoy 


an honourable Privacy. There may be many 


other Ways by which ſuch Gentlemen may con- 
ſole themſelves for the Loſs of thoſe Views that 
occupied their Thoughts in the earlier part of 
Life, and at the ſame time enable them to re- 
main {till active and profitable Members of Society. 
But may we not ſuſpect, that the Apprehenſion 
of being at any time called back to Service will 
diſtract and hinder them in ſuch. Purſuzts, will 
diſpirit and diſable them from courting Fortune 
in another Track, and put it more out of their 
power to ſettle themſelves in any new Courſe? 
Suppoſing it already done, would there not be 


ſomething harſh in calling ſuch a Gentleman 9 
18 


His Country Retreat back to his former Cyurſe of 
Life for a little time, which muſt diſorder the 
Frame of his Affairs, and extinguiſh His Hopes 
of repairing faft Diſappointments ? Would not 
the Inconveniences ariſing from hence, more than 
balance the Value of ſuch a Man's temper ary e- 
wree, with reſpect not to himſelf only, but nme 
Community. If fo, let bis alſo be taken ino 
the Caſe, and let it find a Place as well as other | 
Conſiderations. RS 1 
It will be ſaid, in Anſwer to what I have ob 
Frved, that a great Number of the Hu/f- Pay. | 
Officers, are Men in the Flower of their Age, as 
Capable of Scrvice as ever, and that theretore as | 
to theſe a great Part of what I have advanced 
cannot be applied. But be pleaſed, Sir, to ob- 
ſerve, that ſo far as this has any Weight, what is | 
objected will be quickly out of the Caſe, For |: 
ſuch Gentlemen as are in ?6:s Situation will uſe | 
all their Intereſts, and all their Endeavours to get 
into Service again, as ſoon as they can, and this 
will naturally in a very ſmall Compaſs of Years, 
| put Tbings on the Foot, that I have placed them; 
| and, in the mean Time, there appears from this 
very Account of the matter, no Sort of Cauſe 
for putting theſe Gentlemen under military Diſ- 
cipline, while upon Haf- Pay, whoſe utmoſt 
Ambition it is to put theniſelves voluntarily under 
that Diſcipline, by getting again into Full Pay 
as faſt as they can. If indeed (as that is not at all 
impoſſible) many of them ſhould be diſappointed 
in their Views, and how willing ſoever, ſnould find 
it impoſſible to obtain once more, Commands in the 
, it would be ſurely a Hardſhip to put ſuch 
Men under military Diſcipline, who are already 
h ſufficiently 
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ſufficiently diſheartened by a Load of Diſappoint- 


ments. 

It may be further ſaid, that notwithſtanding 
Half- Pay- Officers are as much ſubject to military 
Diſcipline as thoſe upon Full Pay, yet it cannot 
be ſuppoſed, that any ſuch Power will be exerciſed 
over them by their Superiors, except upon very 
extraordinary Occaſions; but as I have had Rea- 
ſon to remark more than once, to aſſert that 
Power has not been abuſed is no good Argument, 
either for continuing or reviving a Power that 
may be abuſed, In Time of Peace, Sir, it is 
certainly not the Intereſt of Britiſb Subjects to 
have great Bodies of Men continued under mili- 
tary Diſcipline, and, conſequently, ſubjected to 
the Obedience of the ſup:rior Officers Orders, 


with or without any apparent Cauſe, as will be 


always the C.ſe under ſuch general Words, as 
Whenever the Good. of the Service ſhall require, 


As to luch extraordinary Caſes as are viſible to 
all the World, and where the Welfare of their 
King and Country is eminently concerned, Ser- 
vice is not their Duty only, but their Intereſt ; and 


without the perperual Tie of military Diſcipline, 
they will readily ſhew, as upon ſuch Occaſions 
they have ever /bewwn, the moſt ready, the moſt 


chearful, and the moſt zealous Obedience. 


But whether this may not be ſufficient, with- 
out putting them in all Reſpects under the ſame 
Obligations with Gentlemen upon Full Pay, is 


what I would ſubmit to your Conſideration, and 


will leave this Matter with only a Hint of the 
apparent Inequality, between the C.ſe. of one of 
theſe Officers, if brough: to a Court Martial, and 
that of an Officer in Full Pay, in the like Circum- 

. . ſtances, 
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fahces, The latter would be tryed by thoſe Who 
ſome time or other, if his Offence was not fla- 
grant, he might bimfclf have a Chance of Hing; 
but this could never be the Cile of the Hal Pay 
Officer: On the contrary, he migſit poſlibly be 
brought before lee as his - Judges, who were 
Boys at Schcol, at the Tine be had a Command 
equal to their's in the Army, TI do not pretend to 
ſay, that in this there would be any Ifaſtice; 
but, I believe, Sir, that in your Opinion, tuch a 
Thing muſt be a very ſevere Mortification! © 
There is yet ONE Point marc, that before 1 
conclude, I would intreat you to remember, and 
it 5s his, that the very End and Dclign both of 
the AF and of the Articles of Mur, is to aſſign 
and aſcertain the Duties of Officers and Soldiers, 
ſo that they may know pteciſely, what is expected 
from them in their reſpective Stations; what they 
are to perform, and what they are to avoid. But, 
if after all the Pains taken by the Parliament, and 
in the framing the Articles of Mar, there be any 
general Clauſe importing, that all ſuch Crimes, 
Dijſor ders, or Neglects in Officers and Soldiers, to 
the Prejudice of good Order and military Dijei- 
pline, though not mentioned either in the Act or in 
the Articles, may fall under the Cognizance of 4 
General Cour: Martial, and be puniſhed at Diſ- 
cretion; will not this go yery near Icaviig it to 
the Officers Judgment? 
Thus, Sir, I have with the utmoſt Deference 
and ReſpeR, given you my Thoughts upon a 
Subject of very great Importance to the Britiſh” 
Nation; a Subject that will ever merit the ſe- 
rious Concern of thoſe, who have a real Zeal 


for Liberty and the Conflitution ; a juſt Senfe . | 
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the many Bleſſings we enjoy under his Majeſty's 
mild, paternal, and auſpicious Government; and, 
if in throwing theſe Obſervations together, I have 
any where expreſſed myſelf with too much Ear- 
neſtneſs (which however, I flatter myſelf, I have 
not) be aſſured that it was an involuntary Eſcape, 
and that none would cenſure me more ſeverely 
than myſelf. All I aim at, is, to procure a ſerous 
Confideration of the ſeveral weighty Points, and in 
the Hopes of a fair Acceptance of what was Ho- 
neſtly intended, I remain, Sir, with the moſt per- 
fect Deference and Eſteem, Cc. | 
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